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SUBJ: VISIT OP VIETNAMESE DEPUTY POREIGN MINISTER 
REF: A) ISLAMABAD 1535; B) KATHMANDU 0594 

1. VIENTNAMESE DEPTUY POREIGN MINISTER, PHAN HIEN, CON- 
CLUDED EEB 22 A THREE-DAY GOODWILL MISSION TO 
BANGLADESH. DURING HIS STAY, PHAN MET WITH GENERAL ZIA, 

PRESIDENT SAYEM AND SEVERAL MEMBERS OP THE COUNCIL OP 
ADVISORS, AND HELD PORMAL DISCUSSIONS IN WHICH THE BDG 
SIDE WAS LED BY TABARAK HUSAIN, THE FOREIGN SECRETARY. 

2. PHAN AND TABARAK, ACCORDING TO THE DACCA PRESS, DIS- 
CUSSED THE INTERNATIONAL SCENE AND EXCHANGED VIEWS ON THE 
NEED POR STRENGTHENED BILATERAL TIES. THEY DISCUSSED ALSO 
THE MARCH NON-ALIGNED COORDINATING COMMITTEE MEETING TO 
BE HELD IN DELHI. THE POREIGN SECRETARY WAS ASSISTED IN 

THE TALKS BY ARSHAD-UZ-ZAMAN, DIRECTOR GENERAL POR MIDDLE 
EAST/AFRICAN AFFAIRS AND EASTERN EUROPE/COMMUNIST COUNTRIES, 

MFA, AND MOHAMMED MOMEN, BANGLADESH AMBASSADOR TO CHINA AND 
CONCURRENTLY TO VIETNAM. 
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3. DURING HIS VISIT, PHAN LAID A WREATH EEB 21 

AT THE SHAHEED MINAR ON THE NATIONAL DAY OP MOURNING (SEPTEL) 
AND VISITED THE RICE RESEARCH INSTITUTE AT JOYDEVPUR, TWENTY 
MILES PROM DACCA. PHAN LATER TOLD AZIZUL HUQ, MEMBER OP THE 
COUNCIL OF ADVISORS WITH THE AGRICULTURE PORTFOLIO, THAT 
THE TWO COUNTRIES MAY EXCHANGE AGRICULTRUAL DELEGATIONS IN THE 


Margaret P. Grafeid Deciassified/Reieased US Department of State EO Systematic Review 22 May 2009 



Margaret P. Grafeld Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 22 May 2009 

NEAR FUTURE. 

4. AT A PRESS CONFERENCE AT THE AIRPORT DEPARTURE LOUNGE, 

TABARAK HUSAIN SAID THAT THE PRIME MINISTER OF VIETNAM, 

PHAN VAN DONG, HAD BEEN INVITED TO VISIT BANGLADESH. PHAN 
HIEN PRAISED BANGLADESH FOR THE PROGRESS ACHIEVED SINCE 
INDEPENDENCE AND EMPHASIZED THE "BRIGHT PROSPECTS” BETWEEN THE 
TWO COUNTRIES FOR GREATER TECHNICAL COOPERATION AND FRIENDSHIP. 

HE WAS ALSO SEEN OFF BY, AMONG OTHERS, THE AMBASSADORS 

FROM THE USSR, CHINA, INDIA, NEPAL AND AFGHANISTAN. 

5. COMMENT: THE VISIT WAS PART OF THE SWING THROUGH SOUTH 
ASIAN COUNTRIES BY PHAN HIEN. IT IS SEEN BY THE BANGLADESHIS 
AS SIMPLY WHAT IT WAS ADVERTISED TO BE, A GOODWILL VISIT BY 
SOMEONE WHO LIVES IN THE NEIGHBORHOOD. NOTHING CONCRETE 
WAS EXPECTED AND, DESPITE MENTION OF TECHNICAL 

ASSISTANCE, NOTHING SUBSTANTIAL IS LIKELY TO BE RECEIVED. THE PRESS 
COVERAGE WAS NORMAL FOR VISITING FOREIGN DIGNITARIES AND THE 
CALLS AND FORMAL TALKS ARE ON THE AGENDA FOR VISITORS ROUTINELY. 
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